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This comprehensiveness may take us by surprise when
we consider the Baptist's anticipations of Christ's work.
The baptism of John seems to have been absolutely
comprehensive; all those who came John accepted. But
he said in reference to Christ, ' There stands one among
you . . . whose fan is in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the
garner, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire/ It seems evident that the Baptist meant to warn
those whom he had baptized without distinction or con-
dition, that Christ's work would be more thorough and
searching than his, and that he would apply a test of
some kind, by which the insincere would be detected nnd
separated from the good. It was the Baptist's belief
that a divine judgment was impending over the nation,
and he seems to predict that Christ would make a selec-
tion of the sounder members of the nation who would
then be rescued from the catastrophe, while the others
would be left to their fate. This prediction assuredly
suggests to us a course of action diilerent from that which
Christ pursued. We do not at first sight discern the fan
in his hand. We do not find him, as we might expect,
discriminating the good from the bad, and honouring the
former only with his call, but on the contrary we find
him summoning all in the same words and with the
same urgency. Nevertheless on a closer examination it
will appear that Christ did perform this work of discrimi-
nation, and that in a very remarkable manner, and that
no expressions could be more strikingly just than those
in which the Baptist described it.
The difficulty of determining whether a man is or is
not good has now become a commonplace of moralists

